[image: image1.png]Old Town Hall 203.775.6256 x304
162 Whisconier Road 1B 203.740.9167
Brookfield, CT 06804 © info@hrra.org

H-R-R-A

Www. hrra.org





Regional Recycling Task Force Meeting
Thursday, November 5, 2009, 10:30 a.m.

Brookfield Town Hall

Second Floor Conference Room
MINUTES
Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 10:32 a.m. Those present included L. Kulowiec (RE), K. Ferris (NF), G. Bishop and E. Rossini (RI), A. Miles (NE), M. Pascento (SH) and C. Reedy (HRRA).  The RRTF welcomed to the meeting Shannon Oricchio, teacher, recycling coordinator, and poster contest coordinator at The Sherman School.
Approval of Minutes 
G. Bishop asked that the October minutes be corrected to show that placement of recycling bins for bottles and cans on Main Street in Ridgefield was a goal set for 2009-10, not a goal met in 2008-09 and that improved and replaced signage at the Ridgefield Recycling Center be listed as a goal met in 2008-09.  Motion by M. Pascento, second by L. Kulowiec, to approve the minutes of October 1, 2009 as corrected by G. Bishop.  Vote:  All in favor.  
2010 Earth Day Poster Contest
Members reviewed the draft poster contest flyer and suggested several changes.  A number of themes for the 2010 contest were discussed with the RRTF finally settling on “Recycling, the Earth and You”  The revised flyer will highlight the additional of a regional grand prize for this year and encourage students who want to compete for that prize to submit posters in a horizontal aspect.  In the poster contest rules, the date for judging by the RRTF was changed to March 11th, and the rule that no posters will be considered for regional judging without a home address was highlighted.  Local coordinators will have to make sure that all posters submitted to the RRTF for judging on March 11th contain a home address.  C. Reedy was asked to prepare two versions of the flyer, one generic and one that could be modified by each town to insert the name of the local coordinator.  Both will be sent to RRTF members as a pdf and as a Publisher file for local editing.  The RRTF decided that prizes for every participating child will not be provided this year unless a particular town or school asks for participant prizes.  HRRA will continue to provide as many ribbons as needed for each town/school’s local winners.  Members suggested that information on where to park be included in each invitation to the regional awards ceremony in April.
Electronics Recycling

WeRecycle! presented the best response to the RFP for regional e-waste recycling services.  In addition to providing local services for residential e-waste under the new state program, the RFP asked for prices for recycling municipal and school e-waste as well.  For towns that contract with WeRecycle!, the cost will be $.12 per pound for CRT monitors and television, a $.06 per pound credit for all computers (CPUs) and laptops recycled, and no charge for any other electronics.  Those prices will be available to towns and schools as soon as the municipality signs a contract with 
WeRecycle!  For budget planning, towns and schools should be aware that these prices will not change for the 10-11 fiscal year.  Members asked if C. Reedy would send out a one page summary of prices both before and after the start of the new state program (now estimated to be sometime around July 1, 2010) as well as a definition of electronics or e-waste to determine what is and is not covered by the program.  
Increasing Participation in RRTF

A number of options for increasing participation in the RRTF were discussed.  For some municipalities that have not participated at all a change in administration means a new opportunity to make the case for RRTF membership.  C. Reedy will follow up on that with newly elected CEOs.  The general consensus was that participation by more school districts is critical to improving recycling in public facilities.  In non participating districts the contacts suggested were the Superintendent and/or Board of Education members.  The Task Force discussed in person meetings involving the HRRA Director, a contact in a non-participating community, and that contact’s counterpart serving on the RRTF from a participating community.  For example, Mike Pascento Assistant Principal at The Sherman School and C. Reedy might meet with the Assistant Principal at one of the schools in Newtown.  Or, Larry Kulowiec, the transfer station manager in Redding, and C. Reedy might meet with the transfer station manager in Bridgewater. 

2009-10 Goal Setting 

· A. Miles noted that Newtown met its goal of providing more public recycling education in 2008-09 by having tables at town events to hand out literature and answer questions.  Newtown’s goal for 2009-10 is to get the cooperation of and collaboration with the Board of Education to increasing recycling in Newtown schools.  
· Since the last meeting S. Von Holt sent in an updated Municipal Recycling Checklist for the Town of New Milford which will be attached to these minutes.  New Milford’s goals for 2009-10 are:
· School programs to promote reusable bags

· Contact local drug stores for mediation drop off opportunities

· Change to compostable trays and cups in school cafeterias (depends on cost)

· Recycling school organic waste at New Milford Farms (depends on cost)

· Post guidelines for recycling in Town Hall

· Collect recyclables on school athletic fields

· Increase residents’ awareness of recycling through the Penny Saver, Channel 21 PSAs, etc. 

Items Raised by Members

· G. Bishop asked about the possibility of a latex paint recycling program in the region similar to one she read about in Canada.  C. Reedy said that HRRA’s primary legislative agenda item for 2010 is passage of product stewardship legislation for paint recycling under which paint manufacturers would bear the cost of collecting and recycling unused consumer paint.
· E. Rossini (and S. Von Holt in absentia) asked about the changes to local transfer station permits to accommodated electronics recycling.  Towns have received letters from the DEP concerning this.  These letters indicate that DEP is proactively modifying local transfer station permits to allow acceptance of electronic devices as well as universal waste.   

· M. Pascento asked how to address recycling violation by a hauler.  He personally observed the driver from the school’s solid waste collection company, LoStocco Services, dump source separated cardboard into the back of the packer truck with MSW.  C.  Reedy said she would notify the company about the complaint and violation and ask for their compliance with the law.  
Adjournment

Without objection the meeting was adjourned at 12:15 p.m.
